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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council 

 
 
 

EPSOM AND EWELL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the FULL COUNCIL of the BOROUGH OF EPSOM AND 
EWELL held at the Council Chamber, Epsom Town Hall on 12 March 2026 

 
 

   
  

PRESENT - 
 

 
The Mayor (Councillor Robert Leach (Chair)); The Deputy Mayor (Councillor 
Lucie McIntyre (Vice-Chair)); Councillors Arthur Abdulin, Chris Ames, John Beckett, 
Steve Bridger, Kate Chinn, Christine Cleveland, Alex Coley, Neil Dallen, 
Hannah Dalton, Julian Freeman, Liz Frost, Bernice Froud, Tony Froud, Rob Geleit, 
Shanice Goldman, Alison Kelly, Rachel King, James Lawrence, Jan Mason, 
Julie Morris, Bernie Muir, Phil Neale, Kieran Persand, Humphrey Reynolds, 
Kim Spickett, Chris Watson, Alan Williamson and Clive Woodbridge 
 
Absent: Councillor Christine Howells, Councillor Graham Jones, Councillor 
Steven McCormick, Councillor Peter O'Donovan and Councillor Darren Talbot  
 

 
 

   
The Meeting was preceded by prayers led by the Mayor’s Chaplain. 

 
46 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

No declarations of interest were made by Councillors regarding items on the 
agenda. 
 

47 MINUTES  

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 10 February 2026 were 
agreed as a true record and the Mayor was authorised to sign them. 
 

48 MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS/BUSINESS  

The Mayor noted with sadness the death of the Bishop of Guildford, whom he 
had met twice during his mayoral year. 

The Mayor reminded Councillors that the Civic Dinner was on 13 March. 
 

49 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW: FINAL RECOMENDATIONS  

Council received a report presenting the Final Recommendations of the 
Community Governance Review (CGR) under the Local Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007.  
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Councillor John Beckett MOVED and Councillor Rachel King SECONDED the 
motion. 

Following consideration, it was unanimously resolved to: 

(1) Conclude the Community Governance Review, on the grounds that 
the results of the recent public consultation does not demonstrate 
sufficient public support for the proposals that were consulted upon. 

 
50 REVIEW OF PROPORTIONALITY AND APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE 

MEMBERSHIP  

Following the recent changes to political groups on the Council, the Full Council 
was requested to note the allocation of seats on Committees and Advisory 
Panels and approve the appointments to Committees and Advisory Panels. 

Councillor John Beckett MOVED and Councillor Rachel King SECONDED the 
motion. 

Following consideration, it was unanimously resolved to: 

(1) Note the allocation of seats based on political balance and 
proportionality; 

(2) Allocate seats on the Committees and Advisory Panels in accordance 
with the wishes of the political groups set out in Appendix 1 to the 
report; 

It was resolved with 15 votes for, 8 votes against, 4 abstentions and the Mayor 
not voting to: 

(3) Appoint all members of the Council as substitutes for their current 
political group members on all committees, where the appointed 
political group member is unable to attend a meeting. 

 
51 UPDATE TO THE CONSTITUTION  

Council received a report proposing updates to the Council’s Live Register of 
Officer Delegations, for adoption. 

Councillor John Beckett MOVED and Councillor Rachel King SECONDED the 
motion. 

Following consideration, it was resolved with 17 votes for, 2 votes against 9 
abstentions and the Mayor not voting to: 

(1) Approve and adopt the updates to the Constitution as set out in 
Appendix 1 of this report. 
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52 MOTIONS  

The Council received one Motion submitted under FCR 14 of Appendix 4 of the 
Constitution. 

Motion 1 was PROPOSED by Councillor James Lawrence and SECONDED by 
Councillor Alex Coley. 

The Council resolved by a majority vote (with 27 votes for dealing with the 
motion at the meeting, 1 abstention and the Mayor not voting) to consider this 
motion at the meeting. 

Motion 

“Council notes that:  

I. Urgent decisions (UDs) taken by officers where the Constitution enables them 
to do so are decisions of the Council.  

II. The Council currently does not publish any decision notice for decisions taken 
as a matter of urgency, and no background information is disclosed.  

III. The Live Register of Delegations references UDs as the decision-maker for 
delegating a number of functions, in the same manner as would be done for a 
decision of a Committee or of Full Council.  

IV. Part 3 of The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 state 
that for a decision that would have otherwise been taken by a local government 
body or committee, but has been delegated to an officer under express 
authorisation, a record must be made which includes: the decision date, 
decision, reasons for decision, and alternatives considered. This record must be 
available for public inspection on the local government body’s website and at its 
offices.  

V. The Seven Principles of Public Life state that public officials should take 
decisions in an open and transparent manner, and information is not to be 
withheld from the public unless there are clear and lawful reasons to do so.  

VI. Tandridge, Runnymede and Spelthorne are Surrey district and borough 
councils that operate a committee system and publish UDs in some form.  

This Council therefore resolves to:  

1. Nominate the Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair of Standards and 
Constitution Committee to develop and implement a process for the publication 
of UDs (subject to the exemption procedure as provided for by Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972).  

2. Request the Chair of Standards and Constitution Committee provide an 
update of actions taken as a result of Resolution 1, as part of the next available 
Chairs’ Statements to Full Council.”  
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Upon being put the motion was AGREED with 27 votes for, 1 abstention and the 
Mayor not voting. 

Accordingly, the Council resolved to: 

(1) Nominate the Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair of 
Standards and Constitution Committee to develop and implement a 
process for the publication of UDs (subject to the exemption 
procedure as provided for by Schedule 12A of the Local Government 
Act 1972).  

(2) Request the Chair of Standards and Constitution Committee provide 
an update of actions taken as a result of Resolution 1, as part of the 
next available Chairs’ Statements to Full Council.”  

 
 
The meeting began at 7.30 pm and ended at 8.38 pm 
 

 
COUNCILLOR ROBERT LEACH (CHAIR) 

MAYOR 


